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Principal’s Message

Smith School is a small but mighty school. Smith School focuses on including the community
in School events. This year community members have attended numerous events such as
Family Lunches, Terry Fox Runs, Halloween and Spring Carnivals and the Christmas Concert.
Students also get to go out in the community and engage in di�erent services provided such as
going to the Smith Library. The focus this year has been bringing the Community into the
school. We are on a path of creating a united front between the services provided in the
Community and the School. Smith School acknowledges the positive impact community
members have on a student’s education.

This year our Parent Advisory Group has shifted to focus on working together to improve our
School’s library, and playground facilities. We are also brainstorming ways to improve access to
transportation for extra-curricular activities. Parent Advisory Group meetings are used as an
opportunity to inform participants about the struggles and successes throughout the Division
and School, along with working together to actively improve Smith School.

Smith School’s focus is improving academic performance of all students. At Smith School we
know our students are capable of high academic success. Students are provided numerous
opportunities to meet with teachers or other sta� members to encourage the proper
completion of assignments. Students are also expected to have all of their assignments
completed before attending extracurricular activities.

To help improve student’s literacy skills, struggling students in Grades 1 to 9 are provided with
small group intervention. During small group intervention, students are engaged in lessons
focused on phonics, and phonological awareness to improve decoding skills. Students who
need help with language comprehension focus on vocabulary development, text structure and
comprehension skills.

Smith School has been working on a proactive approach for improving resiliency, con�ict
management and problem solving. Students are currently being taught di�erent strategies
using programs such as Go Zen, 7 Grandfather Teachings, andMental Health Curriculum.
Students are encouraged to follow the Stop, Walk, and Talk technique to help overcome mean
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behaviors such as name calling, rude comments, or situations which make them feel
uncomfortable. Students are also provided opportunities to problem solve with the help of an
adult in the building. During these problem solving sessions students are encouraged to use
strategies previously taught, and listen to each other's words.

Students participate in a variety of di�erent sports including archery, badminton, basketball
and volleyball. Junior High students are all encouraged to participate in Sports teams, and
invited to practice with the teams in the event of having too many players for one team to help
improve their skills. Students are allowed to participate in after school archery starting in
Grade 4 and attend tournaments as well.
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Aspen View Public Schools Foundational Statements

Vision:Aspen View Public Schools is committed to preparing our students to
achieve success and reach their unique potential through the provision of
meaningful learning opportunities.

Mission: Engage Learning. Ignite Potential. Inspire Success.

Commitments:

Student Learning: Inspire to engage in relevant learning experiences in an inclusive
environment that leads to academic student success.

Staff Learning: Support sta� members to be re�ective, life-long learners, continually striving
to improve their practice.

Communication: Engage in open, active, ongoing and honest communication with students,
sta�, parents and community.

Culture and Climate: Promote teamwork and model welcoming, caring, respectful, safe and
inclusive schools that demonstrate diversity.

Social Emotional Needs: Encourage all students to develop self awareness and
decision-making skills to achieve personal and interpersonal ful�llment.

Physical Needs: Promote and model active and healthy lifestyle choices.

Entrepreneurial Spirit: Equip students with skills in areas of innovation, technology,
literacy and numeracy enabling them to adapt and thrive in an ever-changing world-
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Smith School’s Foundational Statements

Smith School’s Vision: Smith School develops and recognizes respectful, responsible,
highly motivated individuals who enjoy life-long learning. Our role is to provide diverse
learning experiences which engage students in developing con�dence.

Smith School’s Mission: Believe in yourself. Lead others. Achieve your goals.

Smith School believes:

- It is important that learning and behavior are held to high expectations by the students,
sta� members, parents and community.

- Communication between parents, students, sta�, and community is vital for school
success.

- Students engaged in a variety of academic programming, �ne arts, sports and
extracurricular activities results in well rounded character development.

- Properly utilized technology provides enriched learning experiences.
- Events which engage community and families are important for developing lasting

memories and community history.
- Parental and community involvement contributes to the identity of the School.
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Planning and Priorities

The Aspen View Public Schools Education Plan is based on three key priorities

● Student Success and Completion
● Wellness
● Engagement

Schools will develop their own plans that align and are consistent with Divisional and Provincial
priorities. As part of the planning process, school councils are involved in the planning process as
required under Section 13 of the School Council Regulations (Alberta Regulation 113/2007).

Our Context

Located in Smith, Alberta, Smith School o�ers Kindergarten to Grade 9 programming, as well as high
school courses through Aspen View Public Schools’ Centre for Alternative & Virtual Education. As a
community of learners, we are dedicated to academic achievement and the positive personal
development of children. The sta� are compassionate and love helping kids achieve their personal best.
Opportunities are provided to encourage students to believe in themselves and remind them learning is
fun! Options are o�ered to students in Grades 6-9 which include music (band), art, foods, technology
and coding, sports performance and archery. Students in Kindergarten to Grade 5 are provided
opportunities to problem solve, and be creative in Drama, Music, and STEAM classes. In 2023 class
con�gurations were K/1, 2/3, 4/5, 6/7, & 8/9.

Students can join or apply for many di�erent school-wide clubs and leadership roles. Some examples
include Shrub Club, the Junior High Student Council, Morning DJ, Run Club, Student
Photographers, and Concession Clerk.

Even though we are small in numbers, our sports program is alive and well. We o�er after-school
archery for students in Grades 4-9, cross-country running, track and �eld and soccer for students in
K-9, as well as junior high volleyball and basketball.

We would love to have you join our school community!
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Alberta Education Assurance Measures

Overall Summary Fall 2022
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Re�ection on Results

According to the Alberta Education Assurance Measures Survey, Smith School continues to provide a
safe and caring environment for students to learn. In the survey responses, students and teachers state
there is a high quality of education, but the Provincial Achievement tests are showing a very low rate of
acceptable and excellent achievement. In order to improve the results in the upcoming year, students
are encouraged to focus on properly completing assignments, and ensuring they are asking for help
when needed. All teachers have posted the times they are available for extra support in their
classrooms. All teachers also have a missed work, and homework policy which has been shared with
students and parents. Students are also expected to complete all class work before going on extra
curricular activities.

Through careful evaluation of reading scores, it is apparent students need extra support in decoding
and language comprehension skills, which will also have an impact on Provincial Achievement test
results. Teachers are using programs such as Heggerty to teach students at a younger grade
phonological awareness, along with Guided Reading to help with comprehension and �uency skills.
Students who need additional support are part of small group intervention.

Numeracy skills have also been a focus this year. Teachers are using JumpMath, andMathology in
Kindergarten to Grade 5. Using a consistent program across grades will help students retain skills, and
strategies learnt in previous years. Students in Grades 1 to 4 who need additional support are also
receiving small group math intervention focusing on basic fact �uency, and understanding numbers.
In Junior High, students are working on learningMath concepts four days a week, and reviewing the
concepts one day a week onMathletics.

To improve student’s problem solving skills and resiliency to solve a problem, students in Kindergarten
to Grade 5 all participate in STEAM activities once a week. These activities provide challenges for
students to solve through making a plan and trial and error. STEAM activities also help develop a
GrowthMindset which helps to improve student self con�dence, and mental health.
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PRIORITY ONE: Student Success and Completion

Students are successful from the time they enter school until high school
completion, and beyond.

Alberta Assurance Domains: Student Growth and Achievement & Teaching and
Leading

Outcome Students are able to read �uently for meaning and enjoyment

Strategies ● Comprehensive literacy approach that involves a variety of components
such as read-alouds, shared reading, and independent reading

● Small group instruction that occurs during regular classroom
instruction as well as during pull-out intervention programming

● Structured literacy approach that provides explicit instruction in
phonological awareness, phonics, word study, vocabulary, �uency, and
comprehension strategies

● Direct instruction in secondary reading comprehension skills
categories: Identify and Interpret Ideas and Details, Interpret Text
Organization, Associate Meaning, Make Connections & Evaluate

● Focus on developing strong literacy pedagogy
● Literacy instruction taught in all courses
● Focus onMorphology of words

Measures ● Fountas and Pinnell reading levels
● Phonological Awareness screening and progress monitoring tools
● Phonics screening and progress monitoring tools
● Reading Readiness Screening Tool
● Grades 6 & 9 Provincial Assessment Test Part B results in English

Language Arts
● Assurance measure results in the area of student engagement and

interest in Language Arts
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Outcome Students are able to express clear and interesting ideas through
writing

Strategies ● Professional development aroundWriting Structures
● Daily writing activities
● Words Their Way instruction
● Spelling practice using a variety of di�erent developmentally

appropriate multi-sensory techniques
● Use of assistive technology to help overcome writing barriers for

students
● Science of Reading spelling instruction

Measures ● Highest Level of Achievement Test results (HLAT)
● Words Their Way spelling inventory
● Grades 6 & 9 Provincial Assessment Test Part A results in English

Language Arts
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PRIORITY TWO: Wellness

Learning and working environments are inclusive, safe, welcoming
and healthy.

Alberta Assurance Domains: Teaching and Leading & Learning Supports

Outcome Students and sta� are able to resolve con�icts in a healthy manner

Strategies ● Continue to provide Supporting Individuals through Valued
Attachments (SIVA) training

● Implementation of Stop, Walk, Talk Anti-Bullying Program School
Wide

● Family LiasonWorker teaching con�ict resolution strategies to
students in Kindergarten to Grade 9

● Education around bullying including presentations from experts such
as Police O�cers

● Presentations on boundaries and Healthy Relationships
● Use of Zones of Regulation
● Seven Grandfather Teachings

Measures ● Reduction in Suspension Rates
● Reduction in O�ce Referrals
● Assurance Measure Survey results onWelcoming, Caring, Respectful

and Safe Learning Environments
● Student Re�ections

Outcome Students and sta� are well-regulated

Strategies ● Daily opportunities for exercise
● Access to healthy food choices
● Soft Start for all students involving movement break
● Self Regulation Education programs such as Go Zen andMental
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Health Curriculum
● Small group and one on one support from Family School Liaison

Worker

Measures ● Numbers of suspensions and o�ce referrals
● Student and sta� survey
● Assurance Measure Survey results onWelcoming, Caring, Respectful

and Safe Learning Environments

Outcome Schools implement collaborative support processes to e�ectively
address diverse learning needs

Strategies ● Continue to provide time for collaborative planning and team
meetings

● Continue to receive support from Jigsaw Learning

Measures ● Sta� feedback on con�dence in the Collaborative Response approach
● Sta� feedback on the new IPP module

12



PRIORITY THREE: Engagement

Students are interested and engaged in their learning, feel connected to their
school, and have opportunities to pursue their passions.

Alberta Assurance Domains: Student Growth and Achievement, Learning Supports, Governance &
Local and Societal Context

Outcome Positive community relations contribute towards student success

Strategies ● Monthly Family Lunches followed by Parent Advisory Council
Meeting

● Field trips to local companies and organizations
● Continue to utilize parent volunteers, and seek out additional parent

volunteers
● Connect with local businesses to build partnerships
● Work with the Smith Community Group to develop plans to promote

the School and Community

Measures ● Assurance Measure Survey on Parent Involvement
● Parent engagement in communication and school events
● Increase in Parent Volunteers
● Increase in Social Media Engagement

Outcome Sta� and students have a sense of belonging

Strategies ● Access to student citizenship and leadership programming
● Students have access to a variety of extra-curricular programs and

complementary courses

Measures ● Assurance Measure Survey results on Citizenship
● School-based student survey data
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Strategic Priority: First Nations, Métis and Inuit Student
Success

Outcome First Nations, Métis and Inuit students experience learning that
supports reclamation of cultural identity

Strategies ● Indigenous students have opportunity to learn about traditions and
engage in cultural practices at school (eg. smudging, talking circles,
stewardship of a tipi, installation and maintenance of healing gardens,
etc.)

● Teachings around the importance of the Land Recognition, and days
in Recognition of Cultural Hardships

● Access to Elders and Knowledge Keepers in residence to support
Indigenous student success and wellness

● Use of outdoor learning spaces such as local Forests and Nature.

Measures ● First Nations, Métus and Inuit students attend school regularly
● Increase in First Nation, Metis, and Inuit teachings and experiences

Outcome All sta� and students experience learning that builds an
understanding of Indigenous knowledge and perspectives.

Strategies ● All students have the opportunity to learn about Indigenous cultural
practices and traditions

● School-based leads continue to collaborate, build their capacity and
connect with Elders and Knowledge Keepers to bring cultural
teachings into the school

● Indigenous land-based learning experiences
● Professional Development provided for all sta� members

Measures ● Students and sta� report an increased understanding of Indigenous
foundational knowledge

● Sta� report increased con�dence in addressing the curricular outcomes
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related to First Nations, Métis and Inuit history, knowledge and
cultural practices

Stakeholder Engagement

Decision-making and assurance are based on a commitment to ongoing engagement,
e�ciencies and communication

Opportunities for
Engagement

● Parent Advisory Council Meetings
● Parent Teacher Interviews
● Family Lunches and other community events such as Carnivals
● Meetings with Smith Community Development Council

What We Heard ● During the Parent Advisory Council Meeting there was a discussion on
how to improve Parent and Community Engagement. Here are the
suggestions provided:

○ continue to host family lunches
○ making sure the calendar gets posted at the beginning of the

month at the post o�ce and store -
● having a crib/game tournament with community members
● talking to individuals one on one
● continuing to post on social media
● posting highlights of the Parent advisory meeting on Facebook along

with the link to the meeting minutes

15



16


